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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To eliminate clogging by a method wherein a cleaning chamber is so 
formed as to surround the top end of an ink nozzle, and a cleaning liquid is 
supplied to the ink nozzle in the cleaning chamber. 

CONSTITUTION: An open part 22 is closed in a liquid-sealed state by moving a 
ULJ cover 24 of a cleaning chamber 20. A voltage signal is applied to a 

"23 piezoelectric element of a multi-ink nozzle 14, whereby ink particles are 

jetted out from the top ends of the nozzles 14. At the same time, a cleaning 
liquid is jetted out of a cleaning liquid jet nozzle 26 against the top end of 
the multi-ink nozzle 14. In addition, the cleaning liquid may be jetted out 
continuously for a fixt time or intermittently. Simultaneously with this 
action, a negative pressure is led to a discharge path 28, whereby the cleaning 
liquid, ink, dust, and the like accumulated on the bottom of the cleaning 
chamber 20 are discharged outside through the discharge path 28. 
Alternatively, various suction pumps may be used for sucking the liquid in the 
discharge path 28. 
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